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suzerainty of the Sultan and the theory which it symbolized
of the "integrity" of the Ottoman Empire;  and they felt
instinctively that if the suzerainty could be abolished and the
theory upset by one Power acting alone, there would be no
end to tne mischief, as indeed the event proved.   Russia had
a special grievance.   There had long been an understanding
between her and Austria that if either changed the status qua
in the Balkans the other should obtain "compensation";
and in the previous summer Isvolsky, the Russian Foreign
Minister, had met Aehrenthal, the Austrian, at the villa of their
friend, Berchtold, at Buchlau in Moravia, and supposed it to
have been arranged between them that they should simul-
+*«~oiisly obtain the consent of the Powers to the annexation
""*"* Jw Austria and the opening of the
~nd the Dardanelles, to Russian
- conversations Isvolsky started
r to obtain the consent of the
he programme, but when he
tig of this mission, he received
._ saying briefly that he had been
trd the annexation of the two pro-
vinces, ana oeiore Isvolsky had time to answer the annexation
was announced.                                                                 ;
AehrenthaTs excuse was that Prince Ferdinand of Bulgaria
had forced his hands by announcing the independence of that
intry, and proclaiming himself sovereign on the previous
(October 5).   There is little doubt that this move had been
arranged between Aehrenthal and the Bulgarian prince in
order to provide the former with the pretext that he wanted.
In any case the result was that Austria and Bulgaria between
them had shattered the Treaty of Berlin without asking the
Ie#ve of the other Powers, and that Russia had been cheated
of the compensation for which she had stipulated as the price
of Jber consent.   Isvolsky was now in a deplorable position.
It was quite probable that if Austria and Russia had approached
j&fe -,amr Powers simultaneously, with a joint proposal for the
;,                  af Bcmk-Hemgovina and the opening of the
would have consented with whatever Ktdc prospect that Russia alone
Britain, feace and Italy to reverse their

*''****'*»• •>re resounding words, but Mr. Gladstone in 1894 and Lord Rosebgry in 1895 had used almost exactly the same language and nothing had happened except that the Liberal •
